The optical spectra of Luminous Blue Variables (LBV's) are characterized by strong Balraer emission lines. In many cases, the narrow emission component (FWHM < 300 km/sec) shows extended emission wings reaching up to -1000 km/sec. These wings are generally attributed to electron scattering of line photons in the dense stellar wind (Bernat and Lambert 1978) . In this paper we discuss an alternative mechanism which may partly contribute to the observed line wings.
the atmosphere so that this effect is more pronounced if the wings are formed deeper in the atmosphere, i.e., if log g is lower.
The emission wings in H 0 produced by a hydrostatic, plane-parallel, low-gravity NLTE atmosphere are in qualitative agreement with the observations although they are still weaker. For even lower log g values (which are derived in LBV's), however, the emission wings can be expected to strengthen considerably. In realistic models (including the photosphere and the stellar wind), the traditional electronscattering mechanism and the effect discussed here will operate. A determination of wind properties assuming the wings are purely due to electron scattering may therefore be misleading.
